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Marinus Rijkers explains the 
variations offered from the  
early Silver Shadow through  
to the final Arnage  
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BEFORE 1965 all Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 
used separate chassis and bodies. The bodies were 
usually built by coachbuilders who were able to 
accommodate their customers’ wishes. In general, 
pre-war Rolls-Royces were suitable for chauffeur-
driven use with passengers in the rear who wanted 
luxury but also a degree of privacy – ranging from 
some confidentiality to complete secrecy. Several 
kinds of blinds and curtains were specified and the 
size of the rear window was often reduced to allow a 
greater degree of privacy. After World War Two the era 
of the ‘standard saloon’ arose and the factory 
delivered complete cars as well as separate chassis. 

The Silver Shadow range was introduced in 1965. 
These cars used a monocoque construction and 
separate chassis were no longer available. This 
heralded the era of complete car production, although 
the range-topping Phantom V and VI models were 
continued until 1990 with a separate chassis.

It was more than three years after the introduction 
of the Silver Shadow that production of the long 
wheelbase version began, with an extra four inches 
added to the length. Other external differences 
included the extended roofs of the LWB cars being 
covered with fashionable Everflex vinyl and the 
backlight having a reduced area. From this point on, 
the factory built two different saloon models with 
distinctive back windows. This article covers the rear 
window arrangements of the four-door saloons from 
1965 onwards, built or commissioned by the factory.

SILVER SHADOW LONG WHEELBASE
The rear window of the Silver Shadow, launched in 
October 1965, stretched across the width of the rear 
cabin. Rear passengers did not benefit from a small 
rear window, headrests or dark glass. The only privacy 
they had was provided by the wide D-pillar, when 
viewed from the side.

In 1967 a pre-series of ten examples of long 
wheelbase Silver Shadows was produced. These cars 
featured the same rear window as the standard saloon 
and had a painted roof. As a result, they looked very 
similar to the standard saloon.

The production long wheelbase however, launched 
in 1969, was fitted with a reduced rear window as 
standard. The modifications to the bodywork were 
completed at the workshops of Mulliner Park Ward in 
Willesden and then dispatched to Crewe for finishing 
in the usual manner. The reduced backlight 
significantly enhanced the privacy of the rear 
passengers and equally notable was the stylish design 
that was highlighted by the Everflex roof covering 
fitted as standard. 

It is said that the Everflex roof covering was also 
introduced for practical reasons, but no policy 
regarding this was ever published. However, last year 
I found a 1975 Rolls-Royce document in the RREC 
archives which says: “I understand that all LWB cars 
have Everflex roof as standard and that we do not 
want, if possible, to have to delete this because of 
welding marks being difficult to conceal otherwise.” 
The factory therefore encouraged the fitting of 
Everflex, but didn’t make it impossible to delete.

Furthermore, as a special order it was possible to 
specify a full-size rear window on a long wheelbase 
Silver Shadow, which several customers did. In most 
cases these long wheelbase cars with a large rear 
window were ordered with a painted roof but a small 
number of customers ordered them with an Everflex 
roof covering.

The long wheelbase version of the Silver Shadow II 
was called Silver Wraith II and the existing rear 
window arrangement was continued in this second 
generation of long wheelbase cars.

Nowadays, some Silver Shadow based models can 
be seen that are fitted with a reduced rear window and 
a painted roof. I haven’t found any specification 
sheets that show that such a configuration could be 

ordered when new. Most of these cars, probably all of 
them, have received an aftermarket modification.

SLIGHTLY REDUCED SILVER SPUR REAR WINDOW
The Silver Spirit range was launched in 1980 with the 
Silver Spur being the long wheelbase version of this 
model. From the outset, it was also possible to order a 
long wheelbase version of the Bentley Mulsanne. The 
Silver Spur was fitted with a slightly reduced rear 
window and an Everflex roof covering as standard. It 
has been reported that the production and eventual 
replacement of this reduced rear window was a costly 
operation. Furthermore, it is said that many Silver 
Spur customers preferred the large rear window of the 
Silver Spirit to the smaller rear window that was 

The 1980 Silver Spur was fitted with a slightly reduced rear window and an Everflex roof covering as standard

Reduced rear window of a 1975 Silver Shadow long wheelbase saloon
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Reduced backlight and Everflex roof covering of the Silver Wraith II

Smaller rear window 
of the 1980 Silver 
Spur is barely 
noticeable

BCH02485 – the only Bentley Mulsanne LWB to be built with the slightly 
reduced rear window (picture courtesy Willy Lemaire, Belgium)

PILLAR NOMENCLATURE EXPLAINED
■ The pillar between the windscreen and the front window is 

usually called the A-pillar. 
■ The pillar between the two doors of a four-door car is the 

B-pillar. 
■ Since Rolls-Royce often have inserts between the front and  

rear doors, or behind the rear doors, this creates an extra 
pillar, called C-pillar. 

■ The pillar between the rear screen and the rear side window 
is called the D-pillar. 

Standard saloons often have only one side pillar at each side. In 
that case it is called the B/C-pillar. Although many brochures 
and literature only use A, B and C-pillar, in this article I will use 
the nomenclature A, B/C, and D-pillar for the standard saloons.
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originally standard on the LWB car. Whatever the 
reason, within a year the factory decided to delete the 
reduced rear window of the Silver Spur and fit the 
standard large rear window of the Silver Spirit in its 
place. The Everflex covering continued as standard. 

Because of this early modification to the size of the 
rear window, only a small number of Silver Spurs were 
manufactured with this feature. For many years it was 
thought that only 232 Silver Spurs had received this 
rare rear window. However, with the existance of the 
Bentley Motors heritage website it has become 
possible to have a look at the exact specifications of 
the backlights. This website shows that 258 Silver 
Spurs were built with the early version of the rear 
window and only one Bentley Mulsanne long 
wheelbase. The highest VIN (Vehicle Identification 

Number) with this smaller rear window is 
SCAZN42A6BCX02595. This number can also be found 
in the parts list. These early rear windows were 
current until August 1981 but, as is often the case, the 
delivery of several cars was delayed to a later date – 
the last one not being delivered until December 1982.

HOOPER BACKLIGHT
Although the Silver Shadow and Silver Spirit based 
models could not be delivered as a separate chassis, 
many coachbuilders or their customers selected a car 
to be converted into a stretched limousine or other 
model. Such cars were often fitted with reduced 
backlights. The limousine rear window was often part 
of such a conversion to enhance the privacy of rear 
passengers – or to just make the car very special.

In the 1980s and ’90s Hooper & Co (coachbuilders) 
Ltd from London built conversions of Silver Spirit 
based models, most of them with a Silver Spur or 
Bentley Turbo R as the donor car. Stretched 
limousines based on the Silver Spur and two-door 
conversions of the Turbo R were popular models. 
Whatever the style, almost all cars were fitted with a 
reduced-size rear window – even the sporty two-door 
conversions could include this feature. In time, the 
limousine backlights of the converted cars unofficially 
came to be known as ‘Hooper backlights’ or ‘Hooper-
style backlights’. Even when the cars were converted 
by other coachbuilders, they could be fitted with a 
‘Hooper’ rear window, merely indicating the reduced 
size of the backlight.

MULLINER PARK WARD REDUCED REAR WINDOWS
Early in the 1980s the factory developed a glass 
division for the Silver Spur that created separate 
compartments for front and rear passengers. This 
model was sold in very low numbers. And from 1982 
onwards, a Silver Spur stretched limousine could be 
ordered that was built by Robert Jankel Design. Both 
these models were fitted with a large rear window. 
Extra privacy could only be created with curtains or 
dark tinted glass for the side and rear windows.

During the 1990s the factory offered more and 
more bespoke enhancements. Popular features 
ordered from coachbuilders such as Hooper were 
incorporated by Rolls-Royce Mulliner Park Ward and 
could eventually be ordered at the Rolls-Royce 

In the 1980s and ’90s Hooper built stretched limousines and two- door conversions, almost all with a reduced size rear window

Above left: the Silver 
Spur limousine with 
a 42-inch stretch was 
fitted with a 
standard backlight. 
The conversion was 
commissioned by 
Crewe from Robert 
Jankel Design 
Above right: A 1994 
Silver Spur III 
Touring Limousine 
with limousine rear 
window, built by 
Mulliner Park Ward
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dealership. The first model that was offered with a 
limousine backlight was the Silver Spur II Touring 
Limousine. The car was launched in 1991 but the first 
cars were model year 1992 examples. ‘An overall 
length of almost 6 metres, a raised roofline giving 
increased rear compartment headroom and a small 
rear window are the distinctive exterior features’, the 
press information read.

The urge to offer bespoke features in standard 
models increased in the early ’90s. During 
manufacturing most bespoke features, such as the 
small backlights, were added by Mulliner Park Ward. 

From 1994, the factory could offer limousine rear 
windows in any four-door model and several 
customers gave their car this elegant personal touch. 
The first dealer limited edition with such a backlight 
was the Rolls-Royce Flying Spur Jack Barclay Special 
edition, ordered in 1994 and built in model year 1995. 
From 1996 the number of dealer limited editions 
increased rapidly and examples include the Silver 
Spur Springfield edition, the Lauderdale edition and 
the Silver Spur Olympian. Bentley dealer limited 
editions of the four-door saloon could also be 
equipped with reduced backlights. A notable example 
being the Bentley Turbo RT Olympian.

During the 1990s the popularity of Everflex 
diminished. From model year 1996 onwards, with the 
introduction of the New Silver Spur, the Everflex roof 
covering was no longer the standard configuration. It 
could still be ordered but very few customers did so. 
The Touring Limousine had been introduced without 
an Everflex roof and its 1996 successor, the Park Ward 
limousine, followed suit. The Rolls-Royce Park Ward 
Limousine with a 24-inch stretch and the Silver Spur 
Division and Non Division with a 14-inch stretch were 
equipped with a limousine rear window – although 
some customers preferred to order the large window.

LIMOUSINE BACKLIGHTS IN LATER MODELS
In 1998 the Silver Seraph and Arnage were launched. 
The standard saloons had large rear windows and 
even the long wheelbase editions were equipped with 
this backlight as standard. Only the stretched models 
that were introduced a few years later, were fitted 
with small limousine-style rear windows. 

Silver Seraph production ended during 2002. The 
Bentley Arnage, however, continued and in 2005 it 
received a facelift with a modified headlamp 
arrangement and many other upgrades. From then on 
the limousine backlight also made a return. Many 
Arnage customers ordered the small rear window and 
in 2006 the reduced backlight was a standard feature 
of the Arnage Blue Train special edition.

EPILOGUE
The small rear window has always drawn attention 
and made a car look more special. It creates a sense of 
mystery and the expectation that the passengers must 
be very important people. An overview of what has 
remained of this feature in recent years with the 
Phantom, Ghost, Mulsanne and Flying Spur demands 
separate research. I hope someone can give it 
attention in a future article.

Above left: a 1989 
Bentley Turbo R that 
was converted into a 
two-door saloon by 
Hooper and fitted 
with a Hooper 
backlight 
Above right: factory 
fitted reduced 
backlight in a 2006 
Bentley Arnage T


